HINDU COLONIES IN THE FAR EAST              [ BK. n
vardhana died in 1208, the temple must have been erected some
years before or after that date.
The temple (PL VIII, Fig. 2) stands on three platforms each
of which is not only smaller than the lower, but also considerably
set back behind it. This gives the temple a peculiar appearance,
like a tower-temple on the back portion of a raised structure.
The greatest and most famous monument in Eastern Java is
the temple complex of Panataran (old name Palah,) to the north-
east of Blitar. Unlike Chandi Sevu the various structures that
compose the group of Panataran were not parts of the same plan or
design but grew up sporadically around what had come to be
regarded as a sacred ground from early times. The building
activities can be traced throughout the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries AD. The great temple which naturally occupies our
chief attention belongs probably to the middle of the fourteenth
century AJX
The whole temple area, 196 yds. by 65 yds., was enclosed by a
wall with itg chief entrance to the west. The enclosed area was
again divided into three parts by two cross walls. The main temple
occupied the rearmost i.e. the eastern part. Three terraces, each
smaller than, and having a different ground-plan from the lower,
supported the main temple; The temple has, however, disappeared
altogether, and the terraces alone remain. Its characteristic features
were the decorated pilasters at the corners which project in front
and support a miniature temple above the floor of the terrace, and
the narrative reliefs on the central part representing scenes from
the Ramayana. In the second terrace, the central' part is covered
by continuous reliefs illustrating the Krishnayana.
The temples in Eastern Java are decidedly inferior, both in
plan and execution, to those of Central Java. The first thing that
strikes even a casual observer is the lack of symmetry in the general
plan/of the temple-complex. Unlike Central Java, the main temple
does not occupy the central position with subsidiary temples
arranged round it in a definite order. Here the temples are
arranged pell-mell without any plan or design. Besides, the smaller
temples are not replicas of the central big temple, but the different
temples have different designs. The most conspicuous* example of
this is furnished by Chandi Panataran.
Secondly, the several parts of the same temple have, proportions
very different from those of Central Java. The basement is given
an undue importance while the pyramidal roof dominates the whole
temple.
Thirdly, there are important variations in architectural decora^
tions, the place of the Kala-Makara ornament, e*g., being takeM